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CMHC—HOME TO CANADIANS

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) is the Government of
Canada’s national housing agency. We help Canadians gain access to a wide
choice of quality, affordable homes.

Our mortgage loan insurance program has helped many Canadians realize
their dream of owning a home. We provide financial assistance to help
Canadians most in need to gain access to safe, affordable housing. Through
our research, we encourage innovation in housing design and technology,
community planning, housing choice and finance. We also work in
partnership with industry and other Team Canada members to sell
Canadian products and expertise in foreign markets, thereby creating jobs
for Canadians here at home.

We offer a wide variety of information products to consumers and the
housing industry to help them make informed purchasing and business
decisions. With Canada’s most comprehensive selection of information
about housing and homes, we are Canada’s largest publisher of housing
information.

In everything that we do, we are helping to improve the quality of life for
Canadians in communities across this country. We are helping Canadians
live in safe, secure homes. CMHC is home to Canadians.

Canadians can easily access our information through retail outlets and
CMHC’s regional offices.

You can also reach us by phone at | 800 668-2642
(outside Canada call 613 748-2003)

By fax at | 800 245-9274

(outside Canada 613 748-2016)

To reach us online, visit our home page at www.cmhc.ca

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation supports the
Government of Canada policy on access to information for people
with disabilities. If you wish to obtain this publication in alternative
formats, call | 800 668-2642.



An Introduction to
Environmental Site Assessments

CMHC offers a wide range of housing-related information. For details,
contact your local CMHC office, or visit www.cmhc.ca

Cette publication est aussi disponible en francais sous le titre :
Introduction a I'évaluation environnementale des sites, 61282
Remax Vancouver Real Estate @

[WWW. jimjwilliamsrealtor.com |



Jim
Typewritten Text
Remax Vancouver Real Estate @ 
www.jimjwilliamsrealtor.com

www.jimwilliamsrealtor.com

The information contained in this publication represents current
research results available to CMHC and has been reviewed by

a wide spectrum of experts in the housing industry. Readers are
advised to evaluate the information, materials and techniques
cautiously for themselves and to consult appropriate professional
resources to determine whether information, materials and techniques
are suitable in their case.
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Preface

Canadians are concerned about contamination of soil and
groundwater. This problem appears to be growing.

Why is the problem growing? As communities expand, industrial
and commercial land is being redeveloped, forcing us to deal
with past contamination. At other sites that once seemed to be
problem-free, we are discovering contamination that has been
dormant for many years. Finally, sites are still being contaminated
on a regular basis, despite improved environmental controls.

Part of the solution to the problem is to ensure that
contamination does not occur in the first place. However, given
our large and growing inventory of contaminated sites,
prevention is not enough. We must also deal with the problems
that already exist. The good news is that technology is available
for both prevention and cleanup.

Existing contamination must first be identified so that decisions
can be made about possible solutions. An evaluation procedure
known as an environmental site assessment (ESA) is one
method for detecting contamination. ESAs estimate the
environmental risks associated with particular sites and allow
informed decisions to be made.

This booklet is addressed to officials, organizations and
individuals involved in all aspects of real estate transactions. It
introduces ESAs, discusses why they are useful and describes
how they should be carried out. Additional details about the
first phase of an ESA are also provided.

This booklet is not a comprehensive reference manual and
readers should not treat it as such. Those who deal with
contaminated sites should obtain qualified advice and assistance to
supplement the information provided here.
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Chapter 1
Contaminated Sites:

The Problem

What is a contaminated site?

Contaminants are substances that, if present in sufficient
quantities, can be harmful to the environment, to humans

or to other living organisms. A contaminated site contains one
or more of these substances at levels that raise environmental
or health concerns.

Contaminants enter the soil in several ways and from many
different sources. For example:

* If industrial or commercial operations are not properly
managed, accidental spills and careless waste disposal
practices can result in contamination by fuels, chemicals and
other toxic substances. Spills are common and can occur just
about anywhere and anytime. Chemicals spilled many years
ago can linger in the soil and still be a problem today. As a
result, contaminated land is often found near past or present
industrial sites, such as refineries, steel plants, mines, scrap
yards and chemical plants. Chemical discharges can also be
associated with smaller-scale operations such as dry cleaning
outlets, electrical contractors, print shops, waste processors
and industrial waste disposal sites.

Leakage of gasoline or other products from underground
storage tanks (USTs) is another common cause of soil
contamination. Indeed, contaminated sites are very often
found near operating or former gas stations, or at other
locations where fuels have been stored in USTs.
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